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5.	 During night hours, from a half-hour after sunset to a half-hour before sunrise, 
without lighted headlights and taillights.

(g) Drivers of off-road vehicles shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians, saddle 
horses, pack trains, and animaldrawn vehicles.
(h) Any person who operates an offroad vehicle on public lands must comply with 
the regulations in this part, and in § 8341.2 as applicable, while operating such 
vehicle on public lands.

§ 8341.2 Special rules - (a) Notwithstanding the consultation provisions in § 
8342.2(a), where the authorized officer determines that offroad vehicles are causing 
or will cause considerable  adverse effects upon soil, vegetation, wildlife, wildlife 
habitat, cultural resources, historical resources, threatened or endangered species, 
wilderness suitability, other authorized uses, or other resources, the authorized 
officer shall immediately close the areas affected to the type(s) of vehicle causing the 
adverse effect until the adverse effects are eliminated 
and measures implemented to prevent recurrence. 
Such closures will not prevent designation in accordance with procedures 
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in subpart 8342 of this part, but these lands shall not be opened to the type(s) of 
off-road vehicle to which it was closed unless the authorized officer determines that 
the adverse effects have been eliminated and measures implemented to prevent 
recurrence.
(b) Each State director is authorized to close portions of the public lands to use by 
off-road vehicles, except those areas or trails which are suitable and specifically 
designated as open to such use pursuant to subpart 8342 of this part.

Subpart 8343—Vehicle Operations
§ 8343.1 Standards - (a) No off-road vehicle may be operated on public lands unless 
equipped with brakes in good working condition.
(b) No off-road vehicle equipped with a muffler cutout, bypass, or similar device,
or producing excessive noise exceeding Environmental Protection Agency standards, 
when established, may be operated on public lands.
(c) By posting appropriate signs or by marking a map which shall be available for 
public inspection at local Bureau offices, the authorized officer may indicate
those public lands upon which no off-road vehicle may be operated unless 
equipped with a properly installed spark arrester. The spark arrester must meet 

BLM



22

either the U.S. Department of Agriculture—Forest Service Standard 5100–1a, or the 
80-percent efficiency level standard when determined by the appropriate Society of 
Automotive Engineers (SAE) Recommended Practices J335 or J350. These standards 
include, among others, the requirements that: 

(1) The spark arrester shall have an efficiency to retain or destroy at least 80 
percent of carbon particles for all flow rates, and 
(2) the spark arrester has been warranted by its manufacturer as meeting 
this efficiency requirement for at least 1,000 hours subject to normal use, 
with maintenance and mounting in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
recommendation. A spark arrester is not required when an off-road vehicle is being 
operated in an area which has 3 or more inches of snow on the ground.

(d) Vehicles operating during night hours, from a half-hour after sunset to a 
half-hour before sunrise, shall comply with the following:

(1) Headlights shall be of sufficient power to illuminate an object at 300 feet at
 night under normal, clear atmospheric conditions. Two or threewheeled               
vehicles or single-tracked vehicles will have a minimum of one headlight.
Vehicles having four or more wheels, or more than a single-track will have a 
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minimum of two headlights, except double tracked snowmachines with a 
maximum capacity of two people may have only one headlight.
(2) Red taillights, capable of being seen at a distance of 500 feet from the rear at 
night under normal, clear atmospheric conditions, are required on vehicles in the 
same numbers as headlights.

Subpart 8344—Permits
§ 8344.1 Permit requirements - Permits are required for certain types of ORV use 
and shall be issued in accordance with the special recreation permit procedures 
under subpart 8372 of this chapter.

BLM

BLM



24

Operation
	 8341.1(b)	 ORV operations off designated areas and trails.
	 8341.1(c)	 ORV operation in closed area.
	 8341.1(d)	 Assimilation of Idaho Vehicle Code applicable to public lands.
	 8341.1(f)	 1) Reckless/negligent operation. 

2) Excess of established speed limit. 
3) Under influence of drugs or alcohol. 
4) Causing environmental damage. 
5) During night hours without headlights and taillights. 

	 8341.1(g)	 OHV yield right-of-way.
	 8343.1(a)	 Brakes required.
	 8343.1(b)	 Muffler required.
	 8343.1(c)	 Spark arrester required where posted.
	 8343.1(d)	 Headlight & taillight standards for nighttime operation.
	 8351.11(a)	 Motorized vehicle on a national scenic trail.
	 8364.1(d)	 Violation of closure or restriction order.
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    8365.1-1(b)(3)  Drain or dump refuse or waste from trailer or other vehicle.
	 8365.1-2(b)		   Unattended personal belongings longer than 10 days unless authorized.
	 8365.1-3 	    Speed in excess of posted speed limit or negligent manner.
	 8365.1-4(a)(1) Making unreasonable noise.
	 8365.1-4(a)(2) Creating a hazard or nuisance.
	 8365.1-5(a)(1) Natural feature destruction.
	 8365.1-6		   Supplementary Rules.
	 8365.2-3(a)		   Failure to pay any required fee.
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